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Notes from the Executive Director
By Kathy Pierce, DVM, MPVM

For those who have re-
cently joined our organiza-
tion, I6d Iike
myself. My name is Kathy
Pierce and | became the
Executive Director of the
Santa Ynez Valley Hu-
mane Society in May. |
am a veterinarian with an
additional Masters Degree
in Preventive Veterinary
Medicine. | have served
on the Board of Directors
of several non -profit or-
ganizations (including
another Humane Society)
for a number of years. In
addition, | have a back-
ground in small business
management. | am ex-
cited to be working with
the Santa Ynez Valley
Humane Society because |
hold its goals of increasing
the wellbeing of compan-
ion animals and helping to
prevent their overpopula-
tion to be critical to better-

ing the lives of both the
animals and their owners.
With these goals firmly in
mind, we are in the proc-
ess of making some new
and exciting changes in
our shelter operations.

Recent Changes:

In August, we hired our
firstin -house veterinarian
(read her introduction on
page two). We now are
able to offer spay -neuter
surgeries and vaccinations
three days per week. We
feel that it is extremely
important to be able to
provide these types of low -
fee services to those who
need them, and the de-
mand for these services in
the Santa Ynez Valley is
steadily increasing.

Our facilities are undergo-
ing upgrades as well.
Thanks to a kind donor,

Shelter Schedule

Office & Kennel Hours

Monday - Friday
10am -4 pm
Saturday

10 am - noon, 1 pm
- 1 pm for lunch

Closed noon
Sunday
Closed

Clinic Hours

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday

by appointment

our adoption and boarding
dogs now have beautifully
improved exercise areas
with lush green lawns to
romp on. We have also
improved our other run
surfaces, and installed
automatic sprinklers in
the lawn areas. We are
currently in the planning
stages on several other
upgrade projects as well.

Special Events

Please note that the
Huber Winery is gra-
ciously hosting a benefit
winetasting on October 19.
Four wineries in all will

be pouring. See complete
details on page three of
this update. We appreci-
ate all those who support
our efforts, and what bet-
ter way to lend a helping
hand and enjoy yourself at
the same time!

-4 pm
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An Introduction to Shelter Medicine
By Darcie Barnes, DVM, MPVM

When you visit the clinic at the
Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society,
you are likely to meet me at some

point in time. I 6 m

nes, and | am the shelter veterinar-
ian for the Santa Ynez Valley Hu-
mane Society. | graduated in 1993
from the University of California at
Davis with both a Doctor of Veteri-
nary Medicine and
gree in epidemiology with an em-
phasis in public health. Since then,

I have worked exclusively in shel-
ters.

| started my career at Animal Con-
trol with the County of Santa Rosa,
California, teaching externs how to
perform spay/neuter surgeries.
Next, | worked at the Santa Bar-
bara Humane Society for twelve
years as Director of Veterinary Ser-
vices. For the past three years, |
have been working at Santa Bar-
bara County Animal Services set-
ting up programs, taking care of the
medical needs of the shelter ani-
mals and performing spay/neuter
surgeries at the new Santa Maria
facility. | was exited to be asked to
join the staff at the Santa Ynez Val-
ley Humane Society. Currently |
work three days per week for the
SYV Humane Society, and two days
per week for Santa Barbara County.

| am a shelter veterinarian - a type
of practice that has arisen in the
last 20 years. Because there are
typically large numbers of animals
in one facility, shelter vets spend
their time managing the needs of
the entire group of animals that
resides at an animal shelter. Ani-
mals can come into a shelter at dif-
ferent ages, different levels of
health (or illness) and different life
experiences. The shelter vet is re-
sponsible for evaluating, treating,
referring and maintaining the
health of all the animals at a shel-
ter.

Some of the duties of a shelter vet
include evaluating the health of
abandoned kittens and puppies,
teaching and directing proper foster
care, training others to give vac-
cines, triage, treatment or referral
of sick or injured animals, evaluat-
ing and making recommendations
for maintaining the mental health
of shelter animals, and sadly, train
ing shelter personnel to perform
humane euthanasia when neces-
sary.

Shelter vets usually spend a lot of
time doing spay/neuter surgeries
and giving or supervising vaccina-
tions. | have personally done over
30,000 spay/neuter surgeries and
have given or supervised over
100,000 vaccinations. While people
sometimes ask me if spay/neuter
surgery ever gets routine, | always
reply that each patient and surgery
is unique. Every surgery requires
intense focus, good surgical and
anesthetic technique, and positive
interaction with the patient and the
surgery team. | enjoy performing
surgery, and have had the opportu-
nity to see firsthand the important
effects that spay/neuter surgeries
have in helping control the animal
overpopulation problem.

| feel very fortunate to be working
as a shelter veterinarian at a time
when the importance of this area of
veterinary medicine has become
increasingly evident for both animal
and community health. | look for-
ward to continuing to make a posi-
tive difference in the lives of many
animals, and to helping with the
resolution of the issues of pet health
maintenance and companion animal
overpopulation.
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