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Shelter Update

Notes from the Executive Director
Kathy Pierce, DVM, MPVM

Spring is coming, and one of the tion was first founded. | was pleased
early signs of spring in the sheltering to discover that the Santa Ynez
world is the arrival of lit- Valley Humane Society

has made a tremendous
 differankesirothe lives of
companion animals in the
Santa Ynez Valley for
many years. In this news-

ters of kittens. They arrivt |
' i ke cl ockwc
the time of year we con-
centrate on educating cat
owners to have their feline
friends spayed and neu- | letter, 1 would like to share
tered promptly to avoid == with you some of those
those unwanted litters. We ’ ' findings.

are pleased that our veterinary clinic

is operational four days per week so Past History

that we are able to schedule these

surgeries promptly. We also work  The people who would become some
with several groups that trap, neuter of the founders and first members of
and release feral caitdt is impor- the SYV Humane Society were a
tant to concentrate our efforts to group of dedicated private individu-
have these procedures done in the als whose goa|s were to he|p com-
spring to prevent rapid increases in panjon animals needing new homes,
the feral cat populations. and to help prevent the incredible
overpopulation issues that they saw
In our last newsletter we discussed on a daily basis. They kept animals
the general history of animal shelter- for rehoming in their own homes as
ing, and some of the history of shel- there was no shelter facility in the
tering in Santa Barbara County. Santa Ynez Valley at the time. In
When | started with the SYV Hu- addition, they collected animals from
mane Society, | was curious to find valley residents and drove them to
out more about its past history, ac- Santa Barbara for spay/neuter surger-
complishments and goals. | spoke ies, returning the next day to pick
Shelter SChedUIe extensively with the Board of Direc- them up anc?drive them gackl?[o their
tors (several of whom have worked owners. The need for these labor
hard for the organization for many intensive round trips made them de-

Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society

Office & Kennel Hours years) and the staff; however the termined to open their own local
Monday - Saturday specifics of the sheltealiy.zla197%the glowpd n 6 t
sun Ollgyam -4 pm been gathered into one cohesive incor_porated_ as a private 5_0_1(0)3 non
Closed form. | spent a considerable amount -profit organization. The original
of time going through old newspaper three board officers were President
Clinic Hours clippings, photos, meeting minutes, Barbara Peterson, Vice President
Monday, Tuesday, clinic procedure logs and statistics  Leonard Parsons, and Secretary Por-
Wednesday and Thursda y | that had thankfully been accumu-
by appointment. lated diligently since the organiza-
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ter Morgan. The new Board of Di-
rectors promptly began fundraising
for a place to build a shelter and
clinic. Their dreams were realized
in 1985, when a finished shelter with
clinic was completed on land that
had been purchased by a forward
thinking donor.

The Santa Barbara County govern-
ment facilities at that time were
dated and had been overwhelmed
with the numbers of unwanted ani-
mals arriving on a daily basis. As
background, in 1965 (the peak of the
pet overpopulation problem in Santa
Barbara County), the county shelter
system handled over 20,000 dogs
and cats with a live release rate
(adopted or returned to owner) of
24%. In practical terms, this means
that over 75% of the animals coming

into the county government shelters
were being euthanized. The number
of people living in the area then was
far fewer than today (census figures
show about 169,000 people in the
county in 1960 vs. 405,000 in 2008).
You, like I, probably remember see-
ing during those years boxes of un
wanted kittens and puppies being
hawked in front of every local gro-
cery store, at every flea market, or
anywhere else people regularly
went. As we discussed in our last
newsletter, numbers of this sort
statewide led to the passage in 1970
of a California law requiring cats in
shelters be spayed or neutered; a
similar law for dogs was passed in
1985. These issues were some of the
reasons the founders of the Santa
Ynez Valley Humane Society de-
cided to form an organization to
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A Note in Passing

We were all saddened to hear of the
recent passing of Mr. Walter Thom-
son. Mr. Thomson was a major sup-
porter of the Santa Ynez Valley Hu-
mane Society, and served in a num-
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ber of different positions on the
Board of Directors through the
years. In addition, he strongly sup-
ported the growth and improvement
of our facilities and programs, in-
cluding in recent years, an emphasis
on lowfee spay/neuter services.

SYVHS Past President Bruce Beeler
said AWhen talkin
porters, Walter W
animals could talk they would say

thank you. 6 Wi t h
they would say
In giving strong support and dedica-
tion to the Santa Ynez Valley Hu-
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Planning for the Future:

SYVHS is currently searching for g
2-5 acre parcel of land to be do-
nated or purchased for our future
needs.
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For thirty years, the SYV Humang
Society has served our community
wel | . In that t
@tion amd needs have preatlyunp |-
ereased. We are carientllgoking 4
for a parcel that will allow us to

coWn e to offer, needed serwces
for our ne t(?hlrty vars Pn?o}e ng
fBrihdtionYpRdse coni@ttnk €Y -
ecutive Director at (805) 688224.
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Thank You to Our

Major Donors, Sponsors and Supporters

Donald Allison
Dr. Hildegard H. Balin Trust
Bank of America
Lyle and Darcie Barnes
Darlene Bayer
Beckman Winery
Bruce and Liz Beeler
Gayle Benton
Angela Buckley
Butler Medical
C & D LLP, Certified Public
Accountants & Advisors
The Chef's Touch
Richard Christensen
Roy E. Crummer Foundation
Thomas Daughters
D'Alfonso-Curran Wines
Dogs Unlimited
Richard Eamer
Marsha East
Environmental Engineering
Studies Inc.
John Faust
Darlene Freeman
Jill Gardner

Gigi's Flying Dog Ranch
Robert and Deborah Gioia
Raquel Giraldez
Niki Gleason
Erik and Sandy Gregersen
Huber Cellars
Lianne Hutton

Anne Jackson Family Foundation
Robert Jackson
Johnson's Jewel Box
Mimi Jones
Carey and Alix Kendall
Jane Kievit
Edward Kushner
Ralph Landi
Lemos Feed and Pet Supply
Let's Eat In
Lucky Clover 4H Club
Melissa and Stanley Mathiaser
Lloyd and Kendall Mills
Jack Morrison
Helen E. Nielsen
Nielsen's Market
John O'Brien
Cherise Osha

Owens & Jakkola
Tax Professionals, Inc.
Marc and Laurie Owens
Fess Parker's Wine Country Inr
Jack and Phoebe Patterson
Sanford Winery & Vineyards
Santa Barbara Bank and Trust
Santa Barbara Foundation
Santa Ynez Valley Marriott Ho-
tel
Carol and Harris Sherline
Side Street Café
Roberta Silva
Mark Smith
Laura and David Stanton
Margaret Susman
Walter and Mary Jean Thomsor
Sandy Thorns
Donn Tognazzini
Charles and Betty Wieland
Elizabeth Williams
Samantha and John Williams
Nancy Wintersteen
Wood-Claeyssens Foundation
Ron and Betty Ziegler
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Richard Eamer
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Friedel Heckl
Norman & Traudl Huber
Jane Kievit

Joyce Knoble
Paul & Eleanor Moen
Marilyn Morgan
Ida Obert
Marc and Laurie Owens
Jack & Phoebe Patterson
Darlene Pedersen
Dagmar Pedersen
Heloise Power
Nina Powers
Spencer & Rosalind Pritikin

Douglas & Betsy Riedy
Evert Schlinger
Mike & Tresha Sell
Jean Seward
Carol Sherline
Mark Smith
Charles & Betty Wieland
Kit & Mary Williams
Norman Williams
Nancy Wintersteen
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