Santa Ynez Valley/Humane Society

Shelter Schedule

Office & Kennel Hours
Monday - Saturday
10 am - 4 pm
Sunday
Closed

Clinic Hours
Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday
by appointment.

Shelter Update

For Our Members

i

January 2010

Notes From Our Executive Director

Kathy Pierce, DVM, MPVM

Greetings and welcome to a New
Year!

I'tdéds the
will be an exciting New Year for the
Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society,
and we are happy to be sharing our
successes with all of our caring
members and supporters.

There have been many changes tak-
ing place at our shelter, all of them
focused on improving our services
and programs so we can provide out-
standing care and services to more
animals. | am pleased to report that
in 2009 we found new homes for 250
dogs and cats, spayed or neutered
over 1300 dogs and cats, and admin-
istered over 2900 low fee vaccines.

Our facility is small (thirteen adop-
tion dog kennels, and fifteen adop-
tion cat kennels) however, our ef-
forts on behalf of our companion
animal friends have been mighty.

We converted part of our lobby area
into a warm and welcoming kitten
visitation room this past year, thanks
to a kind donor. We also increased
our clinic schedule to four days per
week, anticipating increased demand
ahead of time. We are pleased that
by planning well ahead, our clinic
continues to be able to provide low
fee services in a timely manner to
those who are in need of them. At
the same time, we have improved
our efficiency and decreased ex-
penses so that we remain financially
stable and fiscally responsible. We
are looking forward to continuing to
be able to offer the level and types of

beginnin

services needed by our local commu-
nities.

bn thie newslettér,ave begm e serfese e |

of articles looking at the history of
animal sheltering, how the Santa
Ynez Valley Humane Society came
into being, and where we are headed.
Much of what we take to be long
term and common knowledge about
animal shelters, organizations and
irescueso i s
There are also numerous misconcep-
tions about how some organizations
work and are funded.

| frequently speak locally to inter-
ested groups, and without fail, peo-
ple are surprised to find out that the
large national humane organizations
(American Humane, Humane Soci-
ety of the Unites States) do not have
shelters. They are also often unaware
that the Santa Ynez Valley Humane
Society is a strictly member and do-
nor supported private non-profit or-
ganization that receives no govern-
ment funding, nor any funding from
the national humane organizations
like those mentioned above.

Our local communities are fortunate
that the founders of the Santa Ynez
Valley Humane Society were well
ahead of the times with their focus
on prevention of animal overpopula-
tion problems. The organization was
formed in 1979 with an emphasis on
spay/neuter issues in addition to a
mission based on companion animal
wellbeing and the re-homing of cats
and dogs.
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Alan Schaffer
Alexandra Smith
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Notes From Our Executive Director

...Continued

These issues have recently become
of great interest locally. About one
month ago, the Santa Barbara
County Board of Supervisors passed
a spay/neuter ordinance for dogs and
cats. County Animal Services has
said that there will be a six month
phase-in of ordinance compliance,
and that they will be educating the
public on the details over a period of
time (the education effort is being
called the Responsible Pet Owner-
ship program).

The ordinance only applies to resi-
dents in the county (with some agri-
cultural property exclusions), outside
city limits, although there is the pos-
sibility that cities may choose to
adopt it in the future. The ordinance
does not mandate the spaying and
neutering of all companion animals,
but it does provide a reason for all
pet owners wishing to exclude their
pets to speak with a veterinarian
about the pros and cons of the sur-
gery. The beneficial result of having
more animals spayed and neutered
will be an eventual decrease in the
overwhelming number of animals
being housed and handled by our
local Santa Barbara county govern-
ment shelters (about 10,000 per
year) and a concurrent decrease in
the number of Santa Barbara County
shelter animals being euthanized due
to lack of homes (about 2,500 per
year at present). Many local resi-
dents are surprised at the size of
these numbers.

Implementation of this ordinance
will likely mean that there will be
even more demand for our clinic
services in the near future.

The Santa Ynez Valley Humane So-
ciety was started by individuals who
wanted to make a difference in the
lives of companion animals, and that
mission holds true today. Our pro-

fessional staff works hard to provide
access to the services (spay/neuter
surgeries) and care (low cost vacci-
nations, and adoption assistance)
that will ensure that someday in the
future, all companion animals will
be wanted animals with loving
homes.

With these goals in mind, we have
created several ways for our support-
ers to specifically direct the use of
their donations.

Among these are a spay/neuter fund
created to help cover the portion of
the cost of our low fee surgeries that
is not covered by the fees we charge.

We also have an endowment fund,
where donated funds are safely in-
vested and the interest from those
funds provides long term support for
our programs.

General donations are used on a
daily basis to support our very suc-
cessful cat and dog adoption pro-
grams.

We ask you to join with us, and con-
sider supporting our efforts to help
our local community continue to
lead the way in providing compas-
sionate, conscientious and humane
care for our four legged friends.

Planning for the Future:

SYVHS is currently searching for a
2-5 acre parcel of land to be do-
nated or purchased for our future
needs.

For thirty years, the SYV Humane
Society has served our community
wel | . In that t
lation and needs have greatly in-
creased. We are currently looking
for a parcel that will allow us to
continue to offer needed services
for our next thirty years. For more
information, please contact the Ex-
ecutive Director at (805) 688-8224.
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Tributes and Memorials

In Honor of People who
Love Animals

Ann & Pat Trudgeon
Robert and Eileen Anthony
Axel & Heidi Meierhoefer
Robert and Eileen Anthony
Bob Consoli
Deborah Wengler
Doris Banchick-Moxley
Narda and Rueben Meza
Jennifer Trickey
Teri Rouse
Michael Lombardo
Melvin and Pat Sargeant
Nicole Sattler
Teri Rouse
Ranata Lombardo
Melvin and Pat Sargeant

In Honor of Beloved Pets

Kenai
Jane Alexander

In Memory of People who
Loved Animals

Amanda Grudziecki

Donna and Tom Small
Art Vargas, Jr.

Brian and Jean Chaney
Ben Walker

Melvin and Pat Sargeant
Burt Ives

Laurie and Michael Schock
Cliff Spring

Patricia Donato

Clyde Bourgeois
SYV Humane Society Auxiliary

Earnest Ryavec
Melvin and Pat Sargeant

In Memory of People who
Loved AnimalScontinued)

George Ives
Aury Todd
Martha Saxe

Herbert Swann
SYV Humane Society Auxiliary

Joanne Honeyman
Ranch Club Mobile Estates

Julie Christianson
Whitney Grant
Justin Jones
Todd Pipe and Supply
Margaret Virden
Jeanette and Darwin Sainz
Marion Nielsen
Brian and Jean Chaney
Marion Roeser
Brian and Jean Chaney
Michael Moore
Gerda Willis
Michael Bayshaw
Judith Etchelecu
Nick Parisi
Ann Warren-Kashuk
Lisa Hughey
Elaine Morris
Barry and Fran Shulman
Lynn and Mark Sinclair

In Memory of Beloved Pets

Augie Rome
Lynn and Mark Sinclair
Cedric
Robert and Vickie Baehner
Cully
Bruce & Liz Beeler
Dolly
John &Bonnie, Scherrer & Nitta
Laura and David Stanton

In Memory of Beloved Pets
(continued)

Faith

Ruth Kosowitz
Gretchen

David and Lisa Pedersen
Jessie & Kesh

Mary Lou Running
JoJo

Laura and David Stanton

Justice
Bruce and Liz Beeler

Lady
Joanne White

Lucky

Laura and David Stanton
Madison Fraser

Joanne White
Molly

Helen Bundgen
Okie

Hortense Grant
Reba

Lynn and Mark Sinclair
Red

Joanne White

Riley Beeler
Ryan and Erika Beeler

Rocky
K.A. Turbak
Rowdy Flammer
Joanne White
Sabrina
Joanne White
Taylor
Lance and Judi Brown
Winslow
Bruce and Liz Beeler
Zeke, Imp and Rupert
Whitney Grant
Zipper Chambers
Sandra and Bob Lindquist
Helen Bundgen
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Shelter History Surprises

Darcie Barnes, DVM, MPVM

We have all become accustomed to
hearing how well shelters are doing
at adopting large numbers of ani-
mals, but most of us have forgotten
what dramatic changes have taken
place over the years, and what
events have occurred to create those
changes. For example, many people
are probably unaware that the first
humane societies had humans as
their target species. Even today, one
of the national organizations
(American Humane Association)
still focuses on both children and
animals.

The first animal rescue organization
in the United States was the Ameri-
can Society for Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals, founded in New
York in 1866 (ASPCA still runs one
shelter today; it is located in New
York City). The focus was on work-
ing conditions for cart horses and
other working animals, and elimina-
tion of freely roaming packs of dogs
(a rabies control problem) and cats
(mostly semi-feral). Few people had
what we would today consider
Apet so.

By the | ate
mals should be protected from cru-
elty and receive better care had taken
root in the U.S., and 37 of the na-
tionbds 38
prohibiting cruelty to animals. Har-
vard University had a veterinary
hospital (treating mostly horses) that
opened in 1884 and closed in 1904,
Its short life span was because it was
assumed that the automobile would
eliminate the need for horses. At the
turn of the century, the focus shifted
to smaller animals. The first small
animal hospital opened in 1912, with
one project devoted to developing
the use of anesthesia in animals.

states

The popularity of small animals as
pets was precipitated by the intro-
duction of canned food and cat litter
in the 195006s.
the improved life spans that resulted
from better animal treatment and
medical care resulted in overwhelm-
ingly increased animal populations.

Shelters began changing their focus
from acting as holding facilities for
strays and unwanted animals toward
providing adoption services for dogs
and cats as pets. In addition to city
and county government shelters,
(supported by taxpayer funding),
many private (non-government
funded) organizations also began
sheltering and re-homing unwanted
dogs and cats.

By 1972, many shelter organizations
were supporting the concept of ster-
ilization for all animals adopted
from shelters. Shelters also began to
offer education programs on spaying
and neutering, as well as licensing
programs to encourage pet owners to
take responsibility for their pets.
1969 is considered to be the peak of
the animal overpopulation problem.

1 8 0 O OShelters ivdreeeuthanidieg dealthyh a t

animals by the millions. The situa-
tion was intolerable.

Glognia passeq glawgequiring v s

spaying and neutering for shelter
cats in 1970, and another for dogs in
1985. These laws applied to dogs
and cats being adopted from any
shelter regardless of whether the
shelter was a government facility, a
private humane society or a small
individual rescue group.

In 1993, New Jersey became the first
state to acknowledge that animal
population was a problem that
should be addressed at a governmen-

tal level; it subsequently became the
first state to subsidize spay and neu-
ter surgeries in its government

funded shelters. Pediatric surgeries
(spaying and neutering puppies and
kittens) began to be implemented in
the early

drop, while adoptions began to rise.

It was against this backdrop in the
early 19906s
ment began, led by a number of
small groups. Unfortunately, the
varying use of the term drove
wedges between many animal shel-
ters and rescue groups. City and
county shelters (government shel-
ters) that were required by law to
take in all animals presented to them
(open shelters) disliked being de-
scribed as bei
some private dAcl
were able to select only the best and
most adoptable animals presented to
them (and turn away the rest).

Obviously, the animals that were
turned away for various reasons
from these types of private rescues
and shelters often would end up be-
ing turned in
shelters or to public shelters, the
only places that would take them.
Shelters who were in the position of
h&ingi to-euthanize were losing
funding (especially private dona-
tions) as groups who were in the en-
viable position of being able to pick
and choose the animals they took
procl ai med that
and used that attractive sounding
terminology as a fund-raising tool.
The divisions were causing strains
among groups of individuals even
though they all had the same result
in mind 1 fewer unwanted animals.

As a result, in 2004 a group of repre-
sentatives from all types of animal
welfare organizations nationwide
convened at Asilomar, in Pacific

Continued next page...
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Shelter History Surprises
...Continued

Grove, California with the express
purpose of building bridges across
varying philosophies, developing
relationships and creating goals fo-
cused on significantly reducing the
euthanasia of healthy and treatable
companion animals in the United
States.

The eventual outcome of the meet-
ing was the Asilomar Accords,
which set guiding principles, stan-
dardized definitions of terms, and
developed statistics for tracking and
comparisons of shelter animal popu-
lations. The purpose of the Asilomar
Accords was to produce a uniform
system so that all types of shelters
could get a better understanding of
lifesaving progress nationwide. To-
day, although the phrase is occasion-
ally still seen, the shift is away from
the terminology
on multiple approaches i low fee
spay/neuter surgeries, fostering and
behavior modification programs, pet
owner education, medical rehabilita-
tion and pet retention programs.

Communities and shelters nation-
wide continue trying to decrease not
only the number of unwanted ani-
mals through spaying and neutering,
but also through management of
puppy mills and other population
related animal abuses.

Currently, the world of animal res-
cue and sheltering is extremely dy-
namic. Shelters must each come to
terms with their own needs and stan-
dards, with what their communities
want and what their resources will
allow. The passion that started the
original animal welfare movement
remains strong today as animal wel-
fare groups try to deal with current

i ssues which are
the ones that confronted the original
founders of the animal welfare
movement.

Adoption News From Our

Shelter Man

Barbara Burgess

ager

Meet a few of our favorite recently adopted animals. They all came from
owners who could no longer keep them. Their parents may have been bred
with intention; some were bred accidentally. Regardless, each contributed to
the pet overpopulation problems in our county. Helping these wonderful cats
and dogs is why we love what we do. Our adopters come from all over the

state and are counseled to

ensure a good fit for them, and a good home for

the animals. Perhaps they will remind you of your own four-legged friends!

Tigger - 10 year old neutered male brown
Tabby (adopted 12/14/09)

Meet Tigger, our special needs, and very special
cat. He was a 10 year old nasal cancer survivor
with a very visible reminder of his battle. Tigger
spent a long time in the clinic and enjoyed greet-
ing each dayds patien
wanted a couch, a lap on demand and as much

_petting as possible. He met the woman of his

OdrednR 4 nforRhs 1hte?. She called the morning
after adopting him to tell us he was enjoying read-
ing the paper with her.

Sadie- 10 year spayed female Queensland/Beagle
mix (adopted 12/22/09)

Sadie was a peopl e
and people alone. After her first adoption and 5
years in a loving home, she returned when her
owner fell ill. She spent 6 months at the SYVHS
the second time when one day she met an old
friend. Her former neighbor found her on our
website, came in to reminisce and left with her.
Sadie spent this past Christmas happily at home
with an old friend in her old neighborhood.

A p

Jake - 2 month old neutered male Shepherd/
Rottweiler mix (adopted 11/7/09)

Jake and his siblings arrived at the SYVHS from
the home of a county shelter foster volunteer. The
litter of 8 was found in a box in a riverbed. The
foster parent nurtured them to 8 weeks, the mini-
mum age for adoption, and brought them to us for
epiaMeht. Jakear Bhe of his brothers now live

together where they a
They have already mas
are working on fAout si

Continued on page
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SYVHS News
And Notes

e In February, the Santa Ynez
School fifth graders collected and
donated funds to SYVHS for the
care of our adoptable dogs and cats.
They visited with board member
Carol Sherline
our adoption dogs (she was adopted
shortly thereafter!).

e Also in February, four shelter staff
(veterinarian Dr. Barnes, Executive
Director Kathy Pierce, clinic animal
assistant Wanda Zandonatti and
front desk staffer Susan Rudd) at-
tended the Animal Care Conference
in Sacramento. The conference was
arranged by several organizations
including the State Humane Associa-
tion of California and the California
Veterinary Medical Association.
Topics covered included behavior
and training, shelter medicine, safe
animal handling, emergency plan-
ning/evacuation, new owner/animal
matchmaking and more.

e The fourteenth annual Dog Walk
was held in April at beautiful Ran-
cho San Carlos de Jonata, with more
participants (both human and canine)
than at any previous dog walk. 143
adults, 24 children and 123 dogs en-
joyed a day in the sun, a beautiful
hike, delicious food and the chance
to win many raffle prizes. The event
raised over $30,000 to support the
programs of the Santa Ynez Valley
Humane Society.

e Also in April, the Lucky Clover 4-
H Club visited us and presented us
with a check to provide support and
care for the animals at SYVHS. We
discussed the challenges of kitten
fostering and responsible pet care.

a Ne&khnifu

¢ In May, the Santa Ynez Valley
Humane Society housed cats and
dogs evacuated from the Jesusita
Fire in Santa Barbara when facilities
there could no longer handle the
numbers of displaced pets. We were
on standby during all three large
Santa Barbara fires (Gap, Jesusita
and Tea); our staff is trained in dis-
aster pje@?redness and assistance

2o'Thdt they arPalhffable? |

in times of need.

e Elizabeth Layman released her
book AA Sweet
50% of the proceeds benefitting the
Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society
shelter. The book was started when
Elizabeth was ten years old, and
completed over a period of four
years. The author says it was diffi-
cult to reconcile her early writing
style with her later style (at fourteen)
but with the encouragement of her
family, she persevered and com-
pleted the manuscript. The book is
available at several local area book-
stores.

e InJune, SYVHS hosted an eighth
grade service learning group from
Santa Ynez School. The students
were given a tour of the facilities
and introduced to animal related ca-
reers such as Veterinarian, Shelter
Operations Manager and Humane
Society Executive Director.

e In early July, Carivintas Winery
released two new wines for sale, one
featuring Murphy, one of our
adopted older dogs, and the other
our special needs cat pair, Copper
and Hobbs. The wines were part of
the Dog Loverés
wine collections; the bottles had la-
bels with gorgeous artwork and
heartwarming stories about our fea-
tured animals and their happy new
homes. Carivint&s donated some of
the wines to be auctioned at the
Chris Spheeris silent auction.

Beg

a

e Shannon Scott (of Shannon Scott
Design) graciously helped to arrange
the Chris Spheeris Concert held at
Roblar Winery in July. Many caring
people donated wonderful items for
a silent auction; the proceeds bene-
fited SYVHS. The concert was en-
joyed greatly by all attending; this
was the second time Mr. Spheeris
had put on a concert in the Santa
Ynez Valley with donations helping
our animals.

o A bake sale was held in August by
$tudentd frong HappywHormelDay
Care; the proceeds were donated to
help support cats and dogs awaiting
new homes at the shelter. The chil-
dren were especially entranced when
visiting our op
Kitten visitation rooms.

e |n October, the Buellton Chamber
of Commerce recognized the Santa
Ynez Valley Humane Society with a
proclamation commending thirty
years of service to the companion
animals of Buellton and the sur-
rounding communities of the Santa
Ynez Valley.

¢ In December, Huber Cellars once
again graciousl
Charlotteo, a w
benefitting the Santa Ynez Valley
Humane Society. Wineries partici-
pating included Flying Goat, Clos
Pepe, Chein and Prodigal.

e Also, in December, the Santa
Ynez 4-H Club held a blanket and
towel drive for the SYVHS. They
brought an astonishing number of
greatly appreciated towels and blan-
keig to felp keep pupagoptipngnd-

mals warm and comfortable.

¢ And in the holiday tradition, gift
shop Forever Posh in Santa Ynez
graciously once again donated a por-
tion of their proceeds from holiday
sales to support the programs and
animals of the SYVHS.
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Continue Supporting the SantaYnez Valley Humane Society

Donations directly benefit the animals at the Santa Ynez Valley Humane
Society. The Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society is a 501(c)3 private, non
-profit organization. We are not governed by nor do we receive mone-
tary support from any regional or national Humane Society or SPCA.

We do not receive local, state or federal government funds to run our
programs. Donations are tax deductable to the extent allowed by law.

Please use my donation towards: Amount
4+  General Shelter Operations

In memory of
In honor of

+ Person + Pet

+  Spay & Neuter Fund
+ Endowment Fund

4+ 2010 membership dues

Caring $25 - $49
Sponsor $50 - $99
Guardian $100 - $999
Lifetime Benfactor $1000 and above

Total:

Please send a receipt to:
+ Address listed on the back of this form
+ My cancelled check will serve as my receipt

+ Address listed below

Name:

Address:

City: State:

Zip Code:

Please notify of honorarium/memorial gift:

Name:

Address:
City:
Zip Code:

State:
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George- 3 year old neutered male orange Tabby (adopted 10/9/09)

George had a wonderful family who fell on hard times. They came to the SYV Hu-

mane Society asking for our assistance. George found the perfect home. His adoptive
parents glow when they talk about him. They said he is a great listener, he loves belly
he |

perching on the
are in heaven.

oves
They

Cubby - 4 month old neutered male Mastiff/Lab mix (adopted 8/19/09)

Cubby is a sweet roly-poly pup who came from a litter of 4. He and his brother, as
well as his older sister and his mother , came through our adoption facility. As you
can imagine, Cubby did not stay at the shelter long. He now lives with a very lucky
couple where he runs the house. His toys , their shoes and the floor rugs are strewn
house.
toi

be h
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Tulsa - 4 year old spayed female black Tabby (adopted 7/17/09)

Community outreach and education is not just for humans, cats can be educators too.
Tulsa was just that kind of cat. She spent many months in our shelter waiting for
someone in need. She found that person in a woman who had never had cats. Tulsa
spotted a willing student and taught her well. After weeks of tutoring, Tulsa had not
graduat ed
well! Five months and one day after arriving at our shelter, Tulsa earned herself a
home

her student with hon

with a wel/l trained
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Long Term Support

The Board of Directors is currently assessing and implementing plans
for the long term viability and stability of the Santa Ynez Valley Hu-
mane Society. The SYV Humane Society is a non-profit corporation.
We do not receive funding from any governmental or national
organizations. Because we provide low-fee services, the income from
our programs is not sufficient to cover our operating costs. Our funding
comes from private sources, including memberships, donations and be-
quests.

The Board has established an endowment fund to assist in providing
permanent long term funding for our programs. The Santa Ynez Val-
ley Humane Society endowment fund needs to grow in order to keep up
with the increasing community demands for our services. We welcome
inquiries about our endowment fund, and the purposes for which this
organization utilizes our funds.

The following o0form of bequesto is

I give and bequeath to the Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society, a corpo-
ration, organized and existing under the laws of the State of California,
the sum of Dollars, to be used for such purposes
as the Board of Directors thereof may deem to be for the best interests of
the said Society.

Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society
PO Box 335

111 Commerce Drive

Buellton, CA 93427

Phone: (805) 688-8224

Fax: (805) 693-9804

Email: info@syvhumane.org

Website: www.syvhumane.org

House of Treasures Thrift Shop
393 Alisal Road in Solvang
Phone: (805) 686-9521
Hours:
Monday 10-2
Tuesday closed
Wednesday-Saturday 10-4
Sunday 12-3
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